Mass Notes
Mass is the amount of matter or molecules in matter.

Key unit is grams. 

Measure on a triple beam balance.

Weight and mass are NOT the same by definition.

Weight is influenced by the pull of gravity on matter.  

Weight = mass x gravitational force.

On EARTH, mass and weight are considered to be the same measurement.

Weight VARIES throughout the universe as the force of gravity varies. 

· Moon has less g. force, so you weigh less.

· In space, you are weightless due to ZERO gravity.  

Mass remains CONSTANT (same) throughout the universe.  You do not lose or gain matter from one place to another.  

Note:  another unit for weight is the NEWTON (N).  A newton means kg x m/s2.  This makes sense because weight is mass (kg) x gravity m/ s2.

http://www.exploratorium.edu/ronh/weight/index.html


