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Holt Earth Science 48 Studying Space

Name Class Date

Activity 

Internet Activity

Space Spinoffs
Use an Internet search engine to find information about products of space technol-
ogy used in a specific field such as weather forecasting, medicine, industry, com-
puter technology, or communications.

 1. What search engine did you use? ________________________________________

 

 2. What keywords did you use to search for this topic? _______________________

 

 3. List the URLs for two Web sites about this topic. __________________________

 

 4. What is the source for the information on these Web sites? _________________

 

 5. List any universities or professional organizations with which these Web 

  sites are affiliated. ____________________________________________________

 

Use the Web sites you listed in question 3 to answer the questions that follow.

 6. What field did you research? What are three products that originated in space 

  technology that are now used in this field? _______________________________

 

 7. Provide a brief history of one of these products. __________________________

 

 8. In your opinion, which of these products has had or will have the most far-
reaching effects? Explain.____________________________________________

 

GOING FURTHER

 9. Applying Ideas With a group of classmates, create a poster and oral presenta-
tion about the products you researched.
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ANSWER KEY

Internet Activity
SPACE SPINOFF
 1. Answers may vary. The search engine 

should be correctly identified.
 2. Answers may vary. Sample answer: 

space technology medicine; space 
technology communications.

 3. Answers may vary. Answers should 
indicate the correct URLs for Web 
sites that contain information about 
space technology used in various 
fields.

 4. Answers may vary.
 5. Answers may vary.
 6. Answers may vary.
 7. Answers may vary. Sample answer:  A 

hand-held X ray machine that works 
like a video camera resulted from 
research into X ray telescopes. 

 8. Answers may vary. Sample answer: 
The hand-held X ray machine could 
lead to more effective surgery for 
cancerous tumors because the cancer 
could be more easily spotted during 
surgery.

 9. Presentations and posters may vary. 
Students should present them to the 
class.

INTERNATIONAL ZONES
 1. Answers may vary. The search engine 

should be correctly identified.
 2. Answers may vary. Sample answer: 

time zone history
 3. Answers may vary. Answers should 

indicate the correct URLs for Web 
sites that contain information about 
time zones and their history.

 4. Answers may vary. 
 5. Answers may vary.
 6. Answers may vary. Sample answer: In 

1878 Sir Sanford Fleming proposed the 
time zones because of increasing need 
for useful railroad schedules. The sys-
tem was implemented in 1884.

 7. Answers may vary. Sample answer: 
When it is the business day in some 
offices, other offices may be closed for 
the night.

 8. Answers may vary. Sample answer: 
China should have 5 time zones but 
uses one; Russia is on permanent day-
light savings time; Australia has 3 time 

zones, and the central one is a half 
an hour ahead of its designated time 
zone.

 9. It would be of no use because in 
Antarctica there are 24 hours of day-
light in summer.

 10. Reports may vary. Students should 
present their reports to the class

LANDSAT IMAGES
 1. Answers may vary. The search engine 

should be correctly identified.
 2. Answers may vary. Sample answer: 

Landsat.
 3. Answers may vary. Answers should 

indicate the correct URLs for Web sites 
that contain information on Landsat 
technology and its applications.

 4. Answers may vary.
 5. Answers may vary.
 6. NASA and the US Geological Survey. 

NASA developed and launched the 
spacecraft. USGS is in charge of flight 
operations, maintenance, and manage-
ment of data.

 7. Answers may vary. Sample answer: At 
launch, the satellite weighed 2200 kg; 
it was 4.3 m long and 2.8 m in diame-
ter. It consists of a spacecraft bus and 
an Enhanced Thematic Mapper Plus 
instrument.  

 8. Answers may vary. Sample answer: 
To prevent forest fires, officials have 
used data from Landsat showing the 
amount of dry biomass on the ground 
that could be potential fuel for fires.

 9. Presentations may vary. Groups 
should display their presentations to 
the class.     

   


	Back: 
	Lesson: 
	Print: 


