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Compass

Red Light-flashlight w/red plastic wrap or red
lens

Sketch Pad or checklist of objects to view

Binoculars- 7 x 50
— 7 refers to magnification
— 50mm is the diameter of the 2 objective lenses

Telescope-buy good quality or use binoculars







* Find a suitable loca
— Avoid city lights=light pollution
— Broad view of sky (avoid tree lines & tall buildings)
— Poor air quality-

* Objects twinkle due to poor air conditions
* Solution-high altitude or dry region

* Arrive early to set up-can be difficult to set up
in the dark

* Be familiar w/brightest objects for that month




Folding Chair
Drink
Bug Spray

Light Jacket




Allow your eyes to adjust to the darkness

Look for the brightest objects-planets,
constellations, and moon-use star map

Use a red light so your eyes stay dark adapted

As the sky becomes dark, brightest stars
appear first

Stars vary by season unless polar stars




e Stars in the west “set” soon after they appear.

* Rising stars in the east appear to move across
the sky towards the west

* Easy objects to recognize:
— Orion, the hunter
— Big Dipper
— Cassiopeia

—Pleiades or Seven Sisters
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 This Week at a

* September Viewing

* Space.com Viewing




oad to your

* Listen to a guide of the night sky at your computer
or in your earphones

— Monthly Podcast- Astronomy Go Go

— Listen to October Tour-AOL

— Sky & Telescope Podcast-




Interactive Nigh

Free open source software you can download

Interactive Sky Chart-




* Apparent Mag oht the object
appears to us from Earth

* The lower the number, the brighter the star
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* Two full Moons edge-to-edge = 1 degree.

* The tip of your pinkie finger on outstretched
arm =1 degree

e Qutstretched fist (from thumb to little finger)

= 10 degrees.




* Lunar 100-

* Messier Catalog

e Messier’s Marathon Observers Form-







